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CHINESE OFFSHORE* ISLANDS 


Chinese Communist harassment of Nationalist-held offshore 
islands expected to continue through winter. 

■A i Duffing'" moot of ' November - Cummuniota eoncc n t rate d 
Kach a ns greup, po ss afe - ly - in of fort to induce 
National act Mthdimwal '. 

¥fa e -r g ' w n - s anlji minor aetiun against - Qucmu,y and 
Mat an groups . 

0. Conuuunloto on 26- Novcuilmi* uuft duo led naval shelling 
*** Wuohiu, ti - a - y isolated iolauU-Ue tween Quem oy 
and -Matsus . 


— Some - poss i bi l- it y- of - Coimutw i st s ubmarine aelilvl-fey 
i n-offshor e i s- lftn &- T«ttors . 


a 



Communis* mnnhi hi rmet nnnmiis . ,-, . .. mi tl i rrra nf mnj n r 
Affstinrp p^'T” aa 11 r-rrmn i n porsihlr thr n uc ; h o ut m intji , 
- **» weath e r olears fox se v eral" days at ■• time . 

A. Peiping still appears uncertain, however, as to 
US intentions as regards defense of these major 
groups . 

B. Moreover, assaults on Tachens and Quemoys would 
be costly even against Nationalist opposition 
alone . 

Of major island groups, Tachens appear most vulnerable 
to Communist harassment short of invasion, as these 
islands are at end of Taipei ' s longest supply line 
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(over 200 miles from ports in northern Formosa) . 

A. Communist air power can hamper Tachen supply 

by attack^oi^approaB^ng\esse^ and one good 
harbor. Communist 

field under construction near Haimen. Nationalist 
commander in Tachens reportedly told he can expect 
little if any air support. 

B. Communists could also hinder supply by artillery 
^ fire from islands to north and west . 

several 

artillery sites on these islands near Tachens. 

C. Sinking of Nationalist destroyer escort near 
Tachens on 14 November may discourage Taipei from 
risking further losses of major combat vessels in 
Tachens area. If so, Tachens and shipping in area 
would be more vulnerable to Communist naval fire. 

^ Commuirisf scould also TCafeerr-fachens fay repeated 
bombing and art 1 1 l^er^ atl^ks-ett-targets on 


25X1 C8b 


R 



-S hort Ql ffuppllfis , - and under r^paa t ^d 
tq prale- Q f Nationalist garris o n Jn Tn^h^p p . imn1 r ) 
certainly riotori n rnt a 

Deterioration could be hastened by Communist 
capture of smaller outlying islands to north 
and south of Tachens — Yushans and Ichiang to 
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north, Pishan and Nanchishan to south — most of 
which were bombed during November . 

Although current Nationalist intention is to 
fight for Tachens if necessary, Taipei might 
decide to withdraw its forces from Tachens if 
faced with weakening Tachens garrison and loss 
of smaller nearby islands. 




H- 


This pattern of Communist harassment could be extended 
to Matsus and Quemoys . 

A. Communists reported to be preparing artillery 

positions on mainland northwest of Matsus, First 
raid on Matsus by Communist frogman took place 
20 November. 

Quemoys have been shelled intermittently since 
early November . 


B. 


Chinese Communist action against Wuchiu island on 
26 November greatly exaggerated by press. 

a- rH rt nnt inmlTn f i nmmn n l nt -Inniing- n ttr ' mpt , 

rwnly ohoTHnp hy nw.Ml nhi . «nno fifUBinmw-st 

■ gundboata poriod of - - one hour r 

Incorrect version result of mistake by Nationalist 
commander on Wuchiu, who erroneously sent code 
number for landing rather than bombardment. 

■Eh — "Moa t" " recent roport from- -Wuchiu- was t hat - 

Nationalist flag still flying-on night— ©*£ 26 

November : — 1 ( T his obviously ou tdat edr)- 

*g . _AU fSU rib _&/ 26 A/&U, 
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P. CM/M %rfau/(G FoU6u/£P 4'tFMVT. rirTT : VfrfiV 

Some question &s to Why Coimnunists-bO'ChejL ed With- 
J&ac h.in, .. as o f no s tr a tegi c itnport^ moe -- eithO ' g — in 


P itself . or -a s b as- o-for a ttack s . ^ 

Jlrr One — spec U lfttlOD — IS that n nmmnn ls^p — were tl * yillg ~ 
..to draw major Natiohallsir-vessel&into submarine 



trapyin 1-i ght of recent ^repex t-s of oub sigh t-lags . 
Thorc fliu fuUj. re-ecnt indicatxoiMj of j^ssible Communist 
submarine activity in offshore island waters. 25X1 C8b1 



of w a t oro around Nanehioban Island moot oouth - 
woote r ly rrsland of Taohono command — indicates 
pos s ib l e p ro st one c of owfomnr - ino of Sovie t 
Medium dnaai, in addition to throe L S «iMa and 
ono appai^nt subchaaej ! . 

#• Nationalist DE sunk on 14 November may have 
been hit by surfaced submarine rather than by 
torpedo boats as reported. 

0 . On 26 November a Chinese Nationalist destroyer 
escort reportedly made sonar contact tty miles 
southeast of Tachens. Nationalists believe 
contact was submarine. 

& Nationalist officer reports sighting of subma- 
rine about two miles west of Wuchiu on 26 
November, about time of Communist naval shelling. 
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• fc g/v <&i o fiusty ' UpMJiitrw 

g, Chinese Communist navy believed to have three 
to six submarines, of coastal and long-range 
type, based at Tsingtao. These have been in 
training status and were not believed capable 
of operating as far from base as these reports 
suggest . 

*£ Confirmation of recent reports would have major 
significance for Nationalist navy and perhaps 
for US 7th Fleet units in coastal waters as well. 
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